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Albany County, Town of Bethlehem and M ohawk Hudson L and Conser vancy
Partner to Open Section of Rail Trail

Inter-municipal Agreement Would Open Trail to Public by Early Summer

Albany County, the Town of Bethlehem and the Mohaiudson Land Conservancy (MHLC) have developed an
inter-municipal agreement to open a 1.85 mile seatif the Albany County Rail Trail to the publia fanited non-
motorized use. The agreement is subject to applovtie Bethlehem Town Board and County Legislature

“Since we completed the purchase last year, th@ve been limited funds available to develop thenfarrail
corridor into a safe and accessible recreatioad|"tsaid County Executive Mike Breslin. “We arecited to be able to
progress the Rail Trail project with the help of fhown of Bethlehem and the MHLC as we know mamyeager to start
using the trail. This collaborative effort will allv residents to begin enjoying part of the traithg summer.”

The abandoned rail corridor stretches nine mitesnfthe Port of Albany to the Village of Voorhedm:iThe
1.85 mile section begins at Fireman’s Park near Sewatland Road in Slingerlands and ends at therafetePark on
Delaware Avenue in Delmar. The remainder of thidwiél remain closed to the public since extensbrige repair and
other safety improvements are necessary on thaterse

Town of Bethlehem Supervisor Sam Messina said,fiBbem is very pleased to team up with Albany Cpunt
and the MHLC to open up a beautiful section ofl tretween Delmar and Slingerlands. Our town is gailh that we can
to be pedestrian friendly, and this creative apginda open up a part of the nine mile trail, atoest to Bethlehem
residents, fits in perfectly with our PaTHs4Betldshprogram.”

The County, Town and MHLC will be making minor inopements to initially open the 1.85 section ofl tia
pedestrian use only. Work will include vegetatideacing, drainage improvements and posting sigrisL® will be
implementing a fundraising campaign to supportiartupgrades to the section to allow access fomtaau bikes. Work
for this phase will include clearing brush and toeanches to widen the path and installation ofibarailing at a narrow
section of the trail. Due to the surface of thélvad, which consists of stone, gravel and orgaraterial, only
pedestrians and mountain bikes will be permitted.

Jill Knapp, executive director of the MHLC said, FNAIC has supported the County’s efforts to develaprail
trail since the beginning. We are elated thatréignoof the trail will finally be opened for publuse this year. We are
pleased to be able to work collaboratively with @&lly County and the Town of Bethlehem on this ptdjeat has so
much public benefit.”

-more-



Under the agreement, the Town and MHLC will be oesible for ongoing maintenance and managemeihieof t
trail section. Any proposed improvements or upgsadi#l need to be approved by the Town and County.

Albany County Legislator Thomas J. Cotrofeld, Whp represents the 34th Legislative District andnsavid
bicyclist, said, “The opening of this 1.85 mile Sex of the Rail Trail for use this summer opens door to an invaluable
recreational resource for our residents.” Cotrofdtib expressed hope that in the future the Rail & able to be
extended to the full nine-mile length which willrfaer enhance the recreational and fitness betoedi.

The agreement will be considered by the BethlehemnBoard at its April 27 meeting and by the County
Legislature at its May"®meeting.

The County purchased the abandoned nine-mile btoftthe old Delaware & Hudson Railway for $700,000
from Canadian Pacific Railway in January 2010. &beuisition was paid for with a $350,000 grant fribve New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic &nestion (OPRHP) and matching funds from Scenicdduda
Poughkeepsie-based non-profit land conservatioanizgtion.

Canadian Pacific Railway abandoned the rail lin2dA3. The County and Scenic Hudson immediatelabeg
negotiations with Canadian Pacific for the purchafsthe property. The County also filed a requestRailbanking with
the federal government’s Surface Transportationr@oahich preserves the entire length of the corrlay converting it
to trail use and prevents the property from beirakén up and sold piecemeal.

The MHLC's volunteer committee, “Friends of the R&ail” (FORT), the non-profit organization Par&sTrails
New York and Scenic Hudson continue to play a \akieole in the public planning process for thé traiil. The County
and its partners continue to actively seek gramtscher funding opportunities to develop the totak-mile trail for
pedestrian and bicycle use.

The many benefits of rail trails include presematdf open space, community linkages, promotionaoi-
motorized transportation alternatives, opportusif@ physical fithess and to enjoy the outdoows iacreased property
values for surrounding communities.

More information about the project is availablevatw.albanycounty.com/railtraillo become a member of
MHLC or to volunteer with the rail trail, viswww.MohawkHudson.org

Hi#






